Speaking Order in Hindi subject (4161 Master cadre recruitment)

No. SiD—iDOSolo':{A\sz_Q\ \ibuS’Momv\&-Q{ pryieqs

Dated: | $[o3 }2023
This Speaking Order is being passed in compliance of order dated
15.02.2023 passed in CWP No. 24855 of 2022 titled as Buta Singh Versus
State of Punjab and others, and other connected writ petitions. The relevant

portion of the said order dated 15.02.2023 is being reproduced as under:-

"4, Let the report submitted by the expert committee be
considered by the Principal Secretary, Department of Education,
Punjab and thereafter, an appropriate decision, in accordance with

law, be taken, within a period of three weeks, from today, positively.

5. Report of the experts, in original, has been returned to the
learned State counsel, while placing a photocopy of the same on the
record. Learned State counsel has assured the Court that the
necessary steps in this regard shall be taken within a period of three

weeks, from today.
6. With these observations, the writ petitions are disposed of.

7. All the pending miscellaneous applications, if any, are also

disposed of."

W That the petitioner had filed CWP No. 24855 of 2022 titled as Buta

Singh Versus State of Punjab and others, wherein he had inter alia prayed before
the Hon'ble High Court for issuance of directions to the Respondent No. 2 to
consider the case of petitioner for further recruitment process, since the petitioner
has not been considered for scrutiny of documents wrongly and erroneously, since
he has scored 1 mark less than the last candidate called for scrutiny of documents,

so he prayed that the result be revised in the wake of wrong answer keys.

That total 2 similar Civil Writ Petitions were filed challenging
question no. 14, 33, 58, 68, 74, 86, 94, 115, 117 and 130 of Hindi Subject as per

Question Paper Booklet Series B, by the petitioners.



W

That in view of above order dated 15.02.2023, the relevant record has
been examined. The factual position of the case is that, the Department of School
Education, Punjab invited online submission of applications for 4161 Master cadre
posts in varions subjects vide advertisement dated 16.12.2021 and detailed
advertisement dated 08.01.2022, of which 240 posts were meant for Hindi subject.

The last date of submission of applications was 15.05.2022.

That the State level written test for the Hindi Subject was conducted
by NIELIT, Chandigarh on 28.08.2022. The initial answer key was uploaded on
31.08.2022. The objections from the candidates were sought till 03.09.2022.
Aggrieved by some wrong answers in the answer keys, candidates sent their
objections to the concerned recruiting agency. After examining the
aforementioned objections, revised answer key was uploaded on 03.10.2022 and
selection list was sent by the Education Recruitment Directorate to the DPI (SE) on
16.12.2022. The office of DPI(SE), Punjab issued appointment letters to the
eligible candidates on 05.01.2023. However, stations to these candidates are yet to
be allotted. Despite the redressal of aforementioned objections through proper
procedure, some petitioners still opted to file present writ petitions with regard to
question no. 14, 33, 58, 68, 74, 86, 94, 115, 117 and 130 of Hindi Subject as per

Question Paper Booklet Series B.

That during the course of hearing of these writ petitions, the Hon'ble
High Court on 02.02.2023 was pleased to pass the following order in the said

petition: -
"Heard the learned counsel representing the parties at length.

Learned Advocate General, Punjab, has himself entered
appearance and has made his submissions. He prays for a short
adjournment to personally examine the matter and discuss with the

competent authority, before making any statement.
List on 06.02.2023, in the urgent list.

A photocopy of this order be placed on the files of the other

connected cases.”



That as a consequence of the above order, a D.O. No. 3996 Dated
02.02.2023 of Senior Deputy Advocate General, Punjab, was received in the
Department, whereby, it was informed that the Hon'ble Court had adjourned the
bunch of cases for 06.02.2023 with the observation that the disputed questions in
the writ petitions shall be sent for re-examination and the result of which was to be

submitted before the Hon'ble Court on 06.02.2023.

That in view of the above letter, the Department entrusted the work
for re-examining all the 10 disputed questions of Hindi subject, as mentioned in all
the connected writ petitions pertaining to the above said recruitment, to the Guru
Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, vide office Letter dated 04.02.2023. That in
response to the letter dated 04.02.2023, the Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar,
through its subject experts re-examined the disputed questions and sent their report
qua disputed Hindi questions and their answer keys to the Department, which was
in turn submitted in a sealed cover before the Hon'ble Punjab and Haryana High

Court on 15.02.2023.

The Hon'ble High Court after examining the said report, disposed off
the bunch of the writ petitions with the direction to the undersigned to consider the
report of expert committee and thereafter to take appropriate decision in

accordance with law.

In compliance of the order dated 15.02.2023 passed by the Hon'ble
High Court the undersigned decided that the most appropriate course of action in
the present scenario would be to ask all the experts who dealt with the questions to
sit and ponder together to come out with the common view on all the challenged
Hindi questions which are in dispute. Merely relying upon one set of experts, either
NIELIT or GNDU for taking a final decision in the matter of revision of result of
recruitment exam may lead to travesty of justice as it is the personal opinion of the
experts of two different agencies and we cannot come to the conclusion that the
opinion of one set of experts overrides the opinion of the second set of experts.
Therefore, the undersigned is of the opinion that the experts of NIELIT who did
the review of the challenged questions, the experts from Guru Nanak Dev
University, Amritsar whose re-examination report was submitted in the Court and
an independent set of experts from Punjabi University, Patiala may be called in a
joint sitting to work out the final answers to the disputed questions. Based on the

final answers approved by the team of experts from Panjab University, Chandigarh



8%

on behalf of NIELIT, Chandigarh; GNDU, Amritsar and Punjabi University,

Patiala, further necessary action will be taken by the Department.

That in view of the above decision of the undersigned, the Additional
Director NIELIT, Chandigarh, Registrars of GNDU, Amritsar and Punjabi
University, Patiala vide letters dated 24.02.2023 and 03.03.2023 were requested to
send experts to conduct a joint meeting on 06.03.2023 at 12:30 p.m. at the O/o
Director, Education Recruitment Directorate, SAS Nagar, Punjab. (Copy of letters
dated 24.02.2023 and 03.03.2023 are annexed as Annexure-X)

That these subject experts conducted a joint meeting on 06.03.2023.
Subsequent to examining the disputed Hindi Question/ Answer Keys of B Series
Booklet, the subject experts submitted their report dated 06.03.2023 whereby, they
declared that out of 10 disputed question Nos. 14, 33, 58, 68, 74, 86, 94, 115, 117
and 130 of Hindi Subject as per Question Paper Booklet Series B, answerg of
01(one) question No. 74 stands changed from the options displayed in the revised
answer key finalized by NIELIT after considering the objections, on the basis of
which recruitment was done. The report of subject experts dated 06.03.2023 is
attached at Annexure Y.

In view of the above facts on file and perusal of relevant report dated
06.03.2023 submitted by the experts from Panjab University on behalf of NIELIT,
Chandigarh, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar and Punjabi University,
Patiala, I, Jaspreet Talwar, IAS, Principal Secretary to Government of Punjab,
Department of School Education, have arrived at the conclusion that the result of
all the candidates who appeared in the recruitment exam of 4161 Master Cadre, in

Hindi subject, needs to be revised, to the following extent that:

(i) Since question no. 74 of Question Booklet Series B is to be dropped as per the
report of expert committee dated 06.03.2023, 1(one) mark of this dropped question
would be given to all the candidates. However, in order to avoid any duplication of
marks for the same dropped question, the mark/score if already given to any
candidate against this dropped question will be first deducted so that there is no
undue advantage to any candidate as decided by the Expert Committee in their
meeting dated 06.03.2023.

(it) There is no change in answers of Question Nos. 14,33, 58, 68, 86, 94, 1 15,117
and 130 as per expert committee report dated 06.03.2023 when compared with the




revised key issued by NIELIT after considering the objections, so there is no need

to change/revise the result of these questions.

Subsequent to the revision of result a public notice in this regard shall
be published in newspapers along with the uploading of this revised result on the

web site of the Department and login IDs of the effected candidates regarding

change in their scores.

Candidates found eligible for selection on the basis of revised result,
may be considered for appointment. Candidates who will not make their place in
selection zone after revision of result, despite having been issued appointment
letters, would be issued notices for cancellation of their appointment letters. The

entire exercise of revision of result based on this order may be concluded within 45

Jaspreet Talwar, IAS

days from the date of issuance of this order.

Principal Secretary to Govt. to Punjab

Department of School Education.

Endst No. SED-EDU5020/37/2023-1EDU5/manual/ 3. 3¢ ({,)(H,)Dated: ;{}03],%; 2

A Copy of the above is forwarded to the following for information and

necessary action:

1. Registrar, Punjab and Haryana High Court, Chandigarh in compliance of
order dated 15.02.2023 in CWP No. 24855 of 2022, Buta Singh Vs State of
Punjab and others; and other connected writ petitions/petitioners.

2. Director General School Education-Cum-Director, Education Recruitment

Directorate, Punjab.
3. Director School Education (SE), Punjab. L/

4. Director, NIELIT, Chandigarh.
Superintendenty
.
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